
,Mr. Dave D a m  
President and General Manages 
W ABC-TV 
7 LincnInn Square 
New York, New Yo& 10023 

o rTs ORIGINAL 1 HR F O ~  €AT IN TIME FOR IMMEDIATELY RETURN LfKE IT IS T 
I l .  

As a regdar viewer and strong supgorter of ‘%&e It IS”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff’, a quasi spo1t5, entertainment Rod sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
orjyi~ally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to OUT 
community, offensive to ow intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

‘2Xe It Is”, with its multiple award winning p r o h e r  and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely aud critical analysis oftlie political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
om lives and brings pride and self-esteem to ow community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within 811 hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial mitext. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greatex representation of people of color in general and the Black comniunity in 
pticular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up t h i s  country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine cument &airs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the tongest running Afriw-American produced 
television program in the U S .  (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the plmcan experience in the U S . ,  Carihbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
p r h e d  at W.4BC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week. coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

,A.g& I cal1 upon you to return “Like It Is” to Its original hour format We are very much aware that 
Disuey? an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs d e p m e n t .  While I 
wilI always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are uot granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network Viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are m w  ways in which my coxmunity 
can register its &pleasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoty Month is  fast approaching and as “Like It 3s” always does specid 
p r o p m i n g  to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you rerum the show to its on@ hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour fonnat in time for Black History montk I will 
without hesitation use the options menrioned above. 

cc: h e  M. Sweeney. CoChair Disney Media Nehvorks. Rawd Stem. Commissioner of the NBA 



Mr. Dave Davis 
Presi&ent an& Gene& Managex 
WhBC-TV 
7 tincolnn Square 

New YO&, New York 10023 

N LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 lilt FORMAT IN TIMME FOR IMMEDIATELY HETUR 
HIS‘I‘OHY MON TU 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outreged at the &qi$ion of W A X - T V  to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff’, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation cwnedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs propam. 1 find the decision an insult to ow 
comiunity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winnii  producer and host Ciil Noble, has served its viewers for ovn 
the last 34 Years with b A y  and critical analysis of the political. economic and c.ultural issues that shape 
ow lives and brings pride and seff-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the p r o g m  is 
an anempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour. without 
having to rexlrt to a new week-@-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in geneid and the Black community in 
particular by siting various issues and Viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like I t  Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running Afrkin-AmBrican produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABcl Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documenttlries in this country on the. African experience in the U.S., Caribbenn and even Africa itself 

Today, many of the gams that people of African anceshy have made in media dwing the past three 
decades a e  being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representalion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time form& reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disatrbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original Ilwr format. We are very much aware that 
Dkney, an entertainment conglomerate: owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. WWe I 
will always sumrt “‘Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network view4ng habits and my 
purchasing power. 1 will encourage others to do the same. There are m a w  ways in which my cornunity 
c m  register its displeasure pertaming to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
s m e s  And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching, and as ”Like It Is” always does special 
pros- to honor this mouth it is even more urgent that you ref in  the show to its original hour 
immediately. Ifthis show is not retuned to its one hour format in tinie for Black History montk I will 
w-ithout hesitation use the options meiitioned above. 

cc: .&me M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks: David Stem: Commissioner of the NBA 



MI. Dave Daiis 
President and General Manage1 

7 Lincoinn Square 
New York, New York 10023 

WABC-TV 

mMEDIATELY RETZJRN LIKE IT IS TO ITS 0 RIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
m k  

As a regula viewer and seong supporter of “Wce It Is”. 1 am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insett 
‘‘Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, ente.rtainment and soniehnies situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I h d  the decision an insult to ow 
comnnmity, offensive to ow intelligence, and humiliating to the prol9;lm’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its niultipIe award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capactty and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, withant 
having to resort to a new week-to-week Serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counby’s ethoic diversity, ”Like It 1s“ 
has offered a unique and most needed oppomnity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest m i n g  African-hwican produced 
television program in the. U.S. (which previously had given both W A X - T V  md the ABC Network. 
masidefable praise in the Black communityyl that has produced the largest body of programs and 
docunmitaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even AErica itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past thme 
decades are bring systematically reversed. Racial diversity m media ownership and representation in the 
newsooms is in decline. The fact that ’like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of I68 hours of a a e  a week. cwpled with your station‘s decision to h t  

end disturbing trend. 

& a h  3 call upon you to r e m  ”Like It Is” to its original hour fomiat. We are veiy much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs departmmt. While I 
will always support”’Like tt Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reamable requests are not granted 1 
will he farced to fmd other ways to express my displeasure via my network vie-% habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my communi@ 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like, It Is” 
series. h d  as Black History Month i s  fast approaching, and as “Like It 3s” always does special 
propmming to honor this mon& i t  is even more nrgent ha t  you ret11171 the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not r e w d  to its one hotir format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the nptions mentioned above. 

to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time formar, reflects x dangerous. frightening 

cc Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stern Commissioner of the XBA 



,W. Dave Dan5 
President and Genetal Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnu Squwe 
New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE I T S  TO ITS W A L  1 HR FORMAT IN TiME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MON TH 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I ;uo outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicdnews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and satne~m situation comedy offering. in the space 
&&ally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public flairs program. 1 find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

%Ire It Is”, with irs multiple award winning producer and host Git Noble, has snved i s  viewers for over 
the last 34 years with tintely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues tlmt slnpe 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I futd the decision to reduce &e p o g m  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, withont 
having to resrt to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
p ~ c u l a r  by airkg various issucs and Viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, ”Like It Is“ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine cwent affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the US. (which previouSly had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of progams and 
documentaries in this country on the Afilcan experience in the US.,  Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Tcday, many of the gains tbat people of African ancestry have made in media d m q  the past three 
decades are be.ing systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and r ep resedan  in the 
newschDms is in decline. The fact that “Lace It 1s“ is one ofthe only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAEC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your statiotl’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that dash the time forznar, reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disturbing wend. 

Again, I call upon you to r e m  “Like It Is” to its original hour forniat. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainmat conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs depment .  While I 
will dwp,yys support “Like It Is” and Gil NoMe, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. 1 wilt encourage others to do tbe same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is’‘ 
serves .&Id as Black Histoty Month is fast approaching, and as ”Like It Is” always does special 

without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

____ 
rn, Commissioner of the NBA 





Ross McMullm 
PRESlDENT &CEO 
adidas America 
PO Box 40 15 
Beaverton, OR 97076 

re: the Preemption of YI hour of “Like It Is* for “NBA Inside Stuff‘ 

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored adverrising on the show “NBA Inside Stuff..” 

1 am alerting the sponsors of this show to an issue that could potentially negatively impact the sales of dieir 
producrs. WABC-TVand Disney has shown great insensitivity to its viewers of Aiiican descent by preempting 
one half hour of the award W i M i n g  public affairs program ‘‘Like It Is,” which is coinmitred to helping society 
examine affairs through an authentic .4frican .American perspective, for a half hour of “NB.4 Inside Stuff.”. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over the last 
34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kerner Conunission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black conuuunity in particular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an authentic African-American perspective. 
To date it is the longest running ,4frican-.herican produced television prograni in the U.S. (which previously had 
given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this country on the Afiican experience in the U.S., Caribbean and 
even Africa itself. 

WABC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs programniing that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our coinmunity. My request to this network is simple. Retuni “Like It Is” 
to its original one hour programming. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honois this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour format in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for “NBA Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, I will register m>2 displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of ”NB.4 Inside Stuff.” 
view-ers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicityMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . 1 am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than our history and our socio-economic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to  the needs of my community, I 
don’t think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that yon are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 
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cc: Dave Davis, President of WABC-TV: Anne M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



blr. Dave Dmis 
President and General Managa 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New I70rk loo?j 

IMMEDLkTELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL 1 HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports. entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public &airs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence. and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. l l e  historic Kemer Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current &airs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this countty on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiican ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week. coupled Nith your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the progam and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour forniat. \Ve are vev  much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate: oiw~s ABC and its news and public affairs department. h%ile I 
 ill always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure \la my network biewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoiy ,Month is fast approaching. and as “Like Ir Is” always does special 
prograrmning to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its ori@ hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation mentioned above. 

J ” 
cc: .&M. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney Media Nemorks: Da5id Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



.Mr. Dave Daiis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 
New- Yorli, New York 10023 

I!WMEDI.4IELY RETI’HN LIKE I T  IS TO ITS ORIGINAL I HR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BL\CIi HISTOR\’ MONIH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is’., I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly- esteemed public senicehews progain to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
originally- allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”. with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new ureek-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Comniission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this counby‘s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is’‘ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running Afiican-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WAX-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today. many of the gains that people of Atkican ancesq have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black p r o p i s  
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week. coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous. frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs depament. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is“ 
serves. And as Black Histoiy Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month it is even more urgent that you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 
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cc: Anne M. Sweeney, CLXhair Disney Media Nehvorks: David Stem. Commissioner of the NBA 



Sk. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 L i n c o h  Square 

New Yo&, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKEITISTO I T S  ORIGINAL 1 NR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It ls’.~ I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff’, a quasi sports. entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the progratn’s producer. 

“Like It Is”. with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings plide and self-esteem to our community I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information withiin an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kerner Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpints that make up this country‘s ethnic diversity, “‘Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running Afiican-American produced 
television program in the U.S. (whic.h previously had given both W’ASC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afric.an ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of aidme a week. coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, o\ms ABC and its news and public affairs department. k3ile I 
will alw-ays support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network \iewhg habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching. and as “Like It Is” always does special 
programming to honor this month, it is even more urgent fhat you return the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour fonnat in time for Black Histor). month I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. . 

cc: Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks; David Stern, Commissioner of the NBA 



Ross McMullin. 

adidas .knerica 
FREStDENT & CEO 

PO Box 4015 
Bemenon. OR 97076 

re: the Preemption of !% hour of "Like It 1s.' for "NBA Inside Stuff' 

It has come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show%BA Inside Stuff.- 

I ani alemile the sponsors of this show to an issue that could potentially negatively impact tlic salss of thcir 
producrs. WABC-TV and Disnry has shoun gear insrnsiribit) ro its tiewers of African descent bq preempting 
one half hour of the award wimiinz public affairs program "Like It Is." v~hich is committed to helping society 
examine affairs thrnugh an autheniii .African =\mencan perspective. for a half hour of "NB.4 Inside Stuff. ... 

"Like It Is". with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble. has served its viewers for over the last 
14 years with timely aid critical analysis of the political. economic and cultural issues that shape our h e s  and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black conununir).. The historic Kemer Conunission called upon the media to 
providc g t a t t t .  represen~ation of peopk of color in gene.ra1 and rltc Slack coiiunutlity ill paniculx b) ailiiig 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country's ethnic dibcrsity, "Like It Is" has  offered a unique and 
iiiost needed oppormnity for people to examine cumnt affairs through an authentic .African-.Amencan perspective. 
To date it is the longest running .African-.American produced teletision p r 0 - m  in the U.S. (which previously had 
given both WABC-TY and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentark in this country on the Alkcan experience in the US.. Caribbean and 
ev-en Afka irself. 

W.4BC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs proganuning that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our community. My 1-equest to this nehvork is simple. Return "Like It Is" 
to its original one hour progranmung. .And with Black History Month fast approaching and as "Like It Is" always 
honors this month with special programming, I want the show returned to its one hour fomiat in time for Black 
Histov Month. Surely they can find room for "NB.4 Inside Sluff' in mother time slot. 

If this is not done. I will register my displeasure with the network's offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of "NBh Inside SNR:" 
viewers of "Like It Is" are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publicitybly community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative sti-ma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than our history and our socio-economic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
don't think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 
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cc: Dave Davis. President of W'ABC-IV: Anne CI. Sweeney. Co-Chair Disney \Iedia 3envorks 



Ross Mch~ullio, 
PRESIDENT & CEO 
adidas America 
PO Box4015 
Beaverton, OR 97076 

re: the Preemption of iur a “Like It Is” for “NBA Inside Stuff‘ 

It bas come to my attention that adidas has sponsored advertising on the show “NBA Inside shlff” 

I am alerting the sponsors of this show to an issue that could potentially negarively impact the sales of rheir 
products. WABC-TV and Disney has shown great insensitivity to its viewers of Africa11 descent by preenipting 
ode half hour of the award winning public a E i s  program “Like It Is,” which is committed to helping society 
examine affairs through an authentic Afrjcan American perspective, for a half hour of “NBA Inside Stuff‘’. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over the last 
34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape our lives and 
brings pride and self-esteem to the Black community. The historic Kemer Commission called upon the media to 
provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black comniunity in particular by airing 
various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” has offered a unique and 
most needed oppoitunity for people to examine cu-ent affairs through an authentic African-American peispective. 
To date it is the longest running African-American produced television progam in the U.S. (which previously had 
given both WABC-TV and the ABC Network considerable praise in the Black comunityj that has produced the 
largest body of programs and documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US. ,  Cm.bbean and 
even Africa itself. 

WABC-TV currently devotes less than an hour a week of 168 hours to public affairs programnung that give the 
African perspective on issues affecting our conununiiy. My request to this network is simple. Return “Like It Is” 
to its original one hour programn~g. And with Black History Month fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always 
honors this month with special programming, I want the show I-etunled to its one hour foimat in time for Black 
History Month. Surely they can find room for “ M A  Inside Stuff in another time slot. 

If this is not done, I will register my displeasure with the network’s offensive decision by not using the products of 
the sponsors of “NBA Inside Stuff.” 
viewers of “Like It Is” are the parents of one of your main target audiences. Black youth. And I am sure you are 
aware that the negative publiciiyMy community is organizing around this issue and will encourage others 
to do the same. . I am sure that you do not want the negative stigma that WABC-TV has generated that 
basketball is more important to the Black community than our history and our socio-economic issues 
attached to your product. Whereas WABC-TV shows insensitivity to the needs of my community, I 
don’t think they will be so inclined to show insensitivity to the needs of their sponsors 

I am sure that you are perceptive enough to make the correlation that the 

I .  

address 

cc: Dave Davis, President of WABC-TV; Anne M. Sweeney, Co-Chair Disney Media Networks 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

LMMEDLATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL E OUR FORMAT IN THW. FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and stroug supporter of “Like It Is”, I am amaged at the decision of WAElC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/news program to a half hour show in order to iusert 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situatim comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted €or WAFK-Ws lone Black public &airs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offeusiw to our intelligence, and huniiliating to the program’s produar. 

”Like It ls”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for owr 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural isvles that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough informaton within an hour. withm 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemet- Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing wious issues and viewpoints that make up Ibis country’s ahoic diversity, “Like It Is? 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is die longest NMing Afiican-Ainerican produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABGTV and tl?e AEK VehwlJc 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this Counhy on the African eqm-knce in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itseK. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decade5 are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and r e p r d o n  in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled B W  p r o w  
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decidon to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time form& reflects a dangerow, frightening 
and dishubiing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney? an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support“Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encouage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Blacli History Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Js” always does special 
progaming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you r e m  the show to its o m  hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Hidory mouth, 1 will 
without hsitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
bsident and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolua Square 
New Yo& New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORiCINAL HOUR FORMAT M TIhE FOR 
BLACK H l S M R Y  MONTH 

As 8 regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am ~uh-aged at the decision of WAI3C-W to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicehlews program to a half hour show in order to insert 
‘’Inside Stuff‘, a quasi spelts, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, io the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affain program. I find the decision at insult to om 
c~mmunity, offensiw to our intelli:mce, and humiICating to thc program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, ecotlomic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our communiiy. I find &e decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough inf-ation within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewphts that make up this country’s ethnic divecity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine m t  affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running African-American praduced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WAX-TV aad the A X  N e h v d  
considetable praise in the Black comruunity) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentruies in this country on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represenmion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 16s hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
hy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format> r d e d s  a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbii trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is* to its original hour format. We are very much aware mat 
Disney: an entertainment conglomerate? owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
\Nill always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitility to the audience that ”Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Manth is fast appoacbiig, and as “Like It Is” always does special . to honor this month. it is even more urgent &at you return the show to its o w  hour 

If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History no& 1 d l  
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
W ABC-TV 

7 Lincoh Square 
New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS OlUGiNAL H@UR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HiSTORY MONTEI 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is“, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/new3 program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in the space 
OriginaUy allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
-unity, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

-Like It Is”, w i t h  its multiple awad winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, ewlnomic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomaion wirhinan hour: withwt 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic K e m x  Comnussion d l e d  upon the 
media to provk€e greater representation of people of color in general a d  the Black community in 
particular by airing wrious issues and viewpoints that make up t h i s  country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it i s  the longest ruOning African-American pmduced 
television prognrm in the U.S. (whic!? previouSly had given both WABC-TV and the ABC NetworrC 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced tk largest body of progmm and 
documentaries in this counny on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even AFrica itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of A6ican ancestry have made in media dunng the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and r e p d o n  in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fac.t that ”Lk It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled B W  programs 
produced at WAI3C-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format? rdects a dangerous. frightening 
and d W i g  irend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are wy much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affain depaxtment. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my Cammurirty 
can register its displeasure pataining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is“ 
serves. And as Black Histoq Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It 1s” always does special 
programming to honor thk month it is even more urgent &at you rehnn the show to its o m  hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in h e  for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 

7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yo&, New )’or% 10023 

JMMEDUTELY RETURN LfKEITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL EOUR FORMAT IN TlME FOR 
BLACK EXSTORY MONTH 

A5 a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I gm outraged at the decision of W.4EK-W to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public sewicehews program to a half hour show in order to insen 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometinm situation comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public &airs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and h u m i l i g  to the program’s pmlucer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years With timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultnral issucs that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our commCmity. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough information within an hour: without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer comnlission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing wrious issues and viewpoints that make up this counby’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is’‘ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affain tfirough an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is die longest running African-American pmduced 
te!eVisioo program in the U.S. (which previously had given both W‘ABC-TV and tt?e ABC Nehvd. 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced &e largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this Counhy on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Mca itseK. 

Today, many of the gabs that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and represenration in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly schednled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled ~ i t h  your station’s deckion to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, f@htening 
and dishubing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are v e q  much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affiin depamnent. While 1 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requesk are not granted 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
sen’es. And as Black Histar). Month is fast approacbiog, and as %Ice It Is” always does special 
proslamming to honor this month it is even more urgeat tbat you retlrm &e shorn, to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History moo& I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 

A .  



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and Gena\ Managa 

7 Lincolnn Square 

New Yo& New York 10023 

WABC-TV 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE ITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HiSTORY MONTEI 

As 8 regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am ouiragai at the decision of !ArMC-Tv to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public Servicemews program to a half hour show in order to iiisert 
“Inside Stuff;‘, a quasi spom, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, io the space 
OriginaUy allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public &ain pl’ogram. I find the decision an insult to ow 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s pmdwer. 

“Like It Is”, \with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the p r o m  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an haur, w&out 
having to resoLt to a new week-to-week serial context The historic Kemer Comnussioncalled upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs thro& an 
authentic Aliican-American perspective. To date it is the longest nmning AfiiwAmerican produced 
television prQgram in the U.S. (which pre,reviously had given both WABC-TV and the 4BC Netwok 
considerable praise in the Black comiunity) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counny on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of Afiican ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ouwrsbip and representadon in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that ”Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing kend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney. an entertainment conglomerate7 owns AJ3C and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support“Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are man). ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensiti\ity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
m s .  And as Blacii History Month is fast approaching and as %e It Is* always does special 
progamruing to honor this month. it is even more urgent tha~ you return the show to its original hour 
&mediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in h e  for Black History monk I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 

7 h c o l n n  Square 

New Yo& New Yorli 10023 

WABC-TV 

IMMEDIATELY RETzlRN LIKE I F f S  TO ITS ORlCINAL HOUR FORMAT fh' TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of "Like It Is", I am outraged at the decision of WM3C-W to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed puWc servicdnews program to a half hour show in order to inSett 
"Inside Stuff', a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering. in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-TV's lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to OUT 

community* offensive to our intelligence, and h u m i l i  to the program's producer. 

"Like It Is", with its multiple award winning pr-r and host GiI Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pide and self-esteem to OUT commCmity. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comnlission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country's ethic divmity, "Like It Is" 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to eyBmiRe current affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest nmning Afiican-herican produced 
television program in the U.S. (which previously had given botil WABC-TV and the ABC Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) (hat has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this countq on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and represenration in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that "Like It Is" is one of the only regnlarly scheduled B W  programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled uith your station's decision to first 
try to eliminate the progam and then in lieu of that slash the time forma, reflects a dangerous. &ghtenhg 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return "Like It Is* to its original hour fonnat. We are very much aware that 
Disney. an entertainment conglomeratez owns ABC and its n e w  and public affaus department. While I 
will dways support "Like It Is" and GI Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encouage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that "Like It Is" 
serves. And as Black Histoly Month is fast approaching, and as "Like Jt Is" always does s p e d  
prosramming to honor this month. it is even more urgent &at you return the show to its orispal hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use t&e options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
Presideat and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 
New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIREITIS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT M TlME FOR 
BLACK A l S M R Y  MONTH 

As 8 regular viewer and strong supporter of ”Like It Is”, I m outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public seivicdnews program to a bslf hour show in order to  ins^ 
“Inside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situatim comedy offwing, in the space 
originally allotted far WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find thc decision an insult to our 
community~ offensive to our intelligence, and humiliaring to the propm’s p h r .  

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and how Gil Noble, has s e d  its viewers for o w  
the last 34 years with timely and nitical analysis of the political, econOmic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to OUT community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide &omugh infomation within an hour, without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kern< Commission called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black Mlmmunity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints th& make up t h i s  coun6-y’~ ethnic divesity, “ M e  It Is- 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine current affairs through an 
authentic AGican-American perspective. TO date it is the longest ruining African-American produced 
telebkion program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WAN-TV and the ABC N e f w d  
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of prognuns and 
document;lries in this counhy on the Africa experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed, Racial diversity in media ownership and represenmiion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact tbar *Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WAI3C-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
by to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment coqIomerate, owns ABC and its n e w  and public affairs de.pamnent. U‘hile 1 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gd Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are nut granted, 1 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network b$ening habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as BIadi History Month is fast approaching, and as U e  It Is” always does special 
progmnmhg to honor this month it is even more q e n t  rhat you return the show to its o m  hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black Histo~y month, 1 will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WA%C-TV 

7 Lincoln0 Square 
New Yo& New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIRE I T f S  TO ITS ORIGtNa HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

AS 8 regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am auh-sged at the decision of Wac-TV to cut 
the format of this higldy esteemed public SeMCelnews progmm to a half how show in Mder to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes sihmtiw comedy offering in the space 
originally allotted for WABC-Ws lone Black public dain pmgram. I find the decision lill insdt to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, bas served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the political, economic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I fmd the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thoro& information within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new w,d-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in genetal and the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints tha make up this countiy’s ethnic divmity, “Like It Is- 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to exmine cummi affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest wining African-American produced 
television program in the US. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the 4K Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of program and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African ekqxrience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestq have made in mdia during the past three 
decades are being systematidly reversed. Racial divers@ in media ownership and represeamtion in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fac.t that -Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to fist 
tiy to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format> reflects a dangerous, fri9hten;ne 
and disturbiig trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is* to its original hour format. We are wry much aware thar 
Dmey, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to wbat we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching and as “Like It Is” always does special 
prosramming to honor this month. it is even more urgent h t  you return the show to its ongtnal hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History monds I will 
without hesitation nse the options mentioned above. 

I /  A 



Mr. Dave Davis 
Pmi&nt and General Managex 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincolnn Square 

New York, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HlSTORY hIONT€l 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public senicelnews program to a half hour show in Mder to insert 
“Inside Stuff‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sonxtinm situaticn comedy offen% io the space 
oiiginaUy allotted for WABC-Ws lone Black public &airs program. I find tht decision m insult to OUT 

~ammunity, offensivt to our intelligence, and humiliaring to the program’s ~ ~ r .  

“Like It Is”, mi& its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of tbe politid, Cconormic and d tu ra l  isms that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our cmnmuniiy. I fmd the decision to reduce &e p r o m  is  
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thornugh infomation within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context The historic Kerner Comnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Black ccmnunity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic diversit): “LAe It Is” 
has offered a unique and moa needed oppormnity for people to examine current affairs thro@, an 
authentic African-American perspectiw. To date if is the longest Nnning Miican-herican produced 
television p t - ~ m t ~ ~  in the U.S. (szhicli previously had given bo& U’ABC-TV and d?e ABC Nehwnk 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has p r o d d  the largest body of programs and 
documentwies in this counhy on the African experience in the US., Canibean and even Africa itself 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancestry have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media oumership and represenradon in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that Silie It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black program 
produced at  WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled With your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format? reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disiurbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is’‘ to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Dmey, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to wbat we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is Fast approachjag, and as ‘ m e  It Is” always does special 
progmnming to honor this month, it is even more urgent that you return the show to its o@ hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Managex 
w mc-.rv 
7hcolnn Square 
New Yo&, New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LIRE ITIS TO Trs ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISMRY MONTII 

As B regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I 
the format of this highly esteemed public service/Rews program to a half hour show in or& to insert 
‘lnside Stuff, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situatim comedy offa-ing in the space 
origioally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to OUT 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

-Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning p x k  and how Gil Noble, bas sened its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the politid, Qy)aomc and cultural isms that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our commCmity. I find the decision to reduce the pmgm is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough i n f d o n  wirhin an hour, \\ittout 
having to resort to a new \wek-to-wxk serial context. The historic Kemer Commission cailed upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general and the Biack Community in 
particuiar by airing various issues and biewpoints that make up t h i s  country’s ethnic diversiry, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed oppormity for people to examime currat affairs &IOU& an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it i s  the longest running African-American produced 
tekblsion program in the U.S. (which previously had giwn both WAX-TV and tk ABC Netwok 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this countly on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Afiica itself 

Today, many of the pins that people of African ancestry have made in media dunng the past three. 
decades are being systematically reversed Racial diversity in media ownership and represenration in the 
newsroonls is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with yocrr station’s deciion to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time fonnat, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to retum ”Like It Is? to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affam deparrment. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network tiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will enconrage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that ”Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black History Month is fast approaching, and as “Wre It Is” always does special 
propmming to honor tfiis montb. it is even more Urgenr that you return the &ow to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, 1 will 
without besitation use the options mentioned above. 

outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 

h 



Mr. Dave Davis 
Rcsident and General Manager 
wmc-TV 
7 Lincolao Square 
New York, New Yo& 10023 

YlMEDUTELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL KWX FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTEI 

AS a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of \S’ABC-TV to cut 
rhe format of this highly esteemed public servicdnews program to a half hour show in ordff to insert 
‘%side Stuff, a quasi spoas, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, in &e space 
OriginaUy allotted for WABC-TV’s 1- Black public &a& program. I find the decision an insult to our 
community, offensive to our intelligence, and humiliating to the prognun’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has served its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and critical analysis of the politid, econOmic and cultural issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the p r o m  is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infamation within an hour> without 
having to resort to a new wek-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer ~nuuissionca~led upon the 
media to p r o d e  greater representation of people of color in general and the Black Community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up &is comby’s ethnic diversity, “Like It 1s- 
has offered a unique and most needed oppor&unity for people to examine current affairs through, an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest Nnoing African-American produced 
tekvision progmm in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV aud the A X  N e t w ~ k  
considerable praise in the Black community) that has p rodud  the largest body of pmgrams and 
documentwies in this coun@y on the African experience in the U.S., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gains thar people of African ancestry have made in media during the past thee 
decades are being $tematicaUy reversed. Racial diversity in medii o v , d p  and representation in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black programs 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, rdects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I call upon you to return “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomemte, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. While I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network tiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There 81e many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we. feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And BS Black Histay Manth is fast approaching and as ‘‘Like It Is” always does special 
progmnmiq to honor this montk it is eve.n more urgent that you return the &oxv IO its O@ how 
immediately. If thii show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History monk I will 
without hesitation use the options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 h c o h  Square 
New Yo& New York 10023 

IMMEDIATELY RETURN LJRE ITIS TO ITS ORIGtNAL EOUR FORMAT ZN TlME FOR 
BLACK EISTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong suppwter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WABC-TV to cut 
the fonnat of this highly esteemed public servicdnws program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside Stuft?, a quasi sports, entertainment and somehnm situation comedy offering, in the space 
orighlly allotted far WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs program. I find the decision an insult to our 
unumuniiy, offensive to our inteuigence, and humiliaring to &e program’s pducer. 

“Like It Is“, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has sewed its viewers for over 
the last 34 y e a s  with time& and critical analysis of the political, economic and cnIma1 issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our community. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour, with- 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context. The historic Kemer Gmnussion called upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in general a d  the Black community in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up this country’s ethnic divetsity, “Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed oppormnity for people to examine -ut affairs through an 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it is the longest running Afrian-hqican p r o d u c e d  
televkion P~Q~IXE!I in the U.S. (which previouSly had given both WABC-TV and the A K  Wemk 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of progrcuns ad 
documentaries in this counhy on the Afiim experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself. 

Today, many of the gaim that people of Afrjcan anceshy have made in media during the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media ownership and repr&marim in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that Y i k e  It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black plognuns 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, mupled %vi& your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disrurbing wend. 

Again, I call upon you to r e m  “Like It Is” to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disnqr, an etuertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its new5 and public affairs depamnen. While i 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network viewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There we many ways in which my commuNty 
can register its displeasure pertaining to wbat we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as Black Histoly M ~ t h  is fast approaching and as U e  It Is” always does special 
programming to honor his month it is even more urgent that you rem the show to its original hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation use &e options mentioned above. 



Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Manager 
WABC-TV 
7 Lincoh Square 
New Yo&, New Yo& 10023 

IMMEDLAI‘ELY RETURN LIREIFIS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR FORMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HISTORY M O M  

As B regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I am outraged at the decision of WAEK-N to cut 
the format of this highly esteemed public servicelnew$ program to a half hour show in order to insert 
“Inside SNIT‘, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometimes situation comedy offering, io the space 
oiiginally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public affairs pmgasn. I find the decision 
communii)i, offensiw to our intelligence, and humiliating to the program’s producer. 

“Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and how Gil Noble, bas s e d  its viewers for over 
the last 34 years with timely and Critical analysis of the political, econ0mic and culhnal issues that shape 
our lives and brings pride and self-esteem to our commcmity. I h d  the decision to reduce the pmpm is 
an attempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough infomation within an hour> withoot 
having to resort to a new week-to-week serial context The historic Kerner Commission dled upon the 
media to provide greater representation of people of color in gened and the Black commuRity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up th is  country’s ethnic divemity, “Like It Is’’ 
has offered a unique and most needed opportunity for people to examine curreot affain through an 
authentic African-American perspective. TO date it is the longest nmning AfricakAmerican produced 
television program in the U.S. (which ~eviously had given both WABC-TV and &e ABC Network 
considesable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this country on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and e m  Afiica itself. 

Today, many of the gains that people of African ancesq have made in media dunng the past three 
decades are being s y s t d d y  reversed. Raciil diversily in media o ~ d p  and repr&enration in the 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “L.& It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Bladc prognuns 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week. coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format, reflects a dangerous, frightening 
and disturbiig trend. 

Again, I dl upon you to r e m  “Like It IT  to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affairs department. Wi le  I 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
will be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network tiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the m e .  There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to wbat we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It Is” 
serves. And as BlacJi History Month is fast approaching, and as “Like It 1s- always does special 
progamoling to honor this month. it is even more urgent that you r e m  the show to its o r i g d  hour 
immediately. If this show is not returned to its one hour foxmat in time for Black History month, I will 
without hesitation me the options mentioned above. 
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Mr. Dave Davis 
President and General Managei 
WABC-TV 
7 L i w h  Square 

New Yo& New Y O I ~  10023 

IMMEDLATELY RETURN LIKE IT IS TO ITS ORIGINAL HOUR M) RMAT IN TIME FOR 
BLACK HiSTORY MONTH 

As a regular viewer and strong supporter of “Like It Is”, I 8m outraged at the decision of WAIjC-TV to cut 
h e  format of this highly esteemed public servicehews program to a half hour show in mder to insert 
“inside Stuff”, a quasi sports, entertainment and sometks situation comedy offering. in the space 
miginally allotted for WABC-TV’s lone Black public aEairs program. I find the decision an insult to ow 
~ m m u n i t y ~  offensive to our intelligence, and humiliafing to the program’s produoer. 

*Like It Is”, with its multiple award winning producer and host Gil Noble, has serwed its viewers for over 
the last 31 years with timetyand critical analysis of the political, econOmic and dtural isms that shape 
our lives and brings pride wd self-esteem to OUT comnunity. I find the decision to reduce the program is 
an aitempt to diminish its capacity and continuity to provide thorough in fondon within an hour. without 
having to resort to a new wieek-to-week serial context The historic Kerner Comnussion called upon the 
media to p r o d e  geatex representation of people of wlw in general and the Black commcnlity in 
particular by airing various issues and viewpoints that make up t h i s  country’s ethnic diversity, ”Like It Is” 
has offered a unique and most needed opptunity for people to examiRe unreut affairs through aa 
authentic African-American perspective. To date it i s  the longest Naaing Afiican-Americsn produced 
telekiision program in the U.S. (which previously had given both WABC-TV and the A X  Network 
considerable praise in the Black community) that has produced the largest body of programs and 
documentaries in this counhy on the African experience in the US., Caribbean and even Africa itself 

Today, many of the gains that people of Atiican anceshy have made in media d u h g  the past three 
decades are being systematically reversed. Racial diversity in media owwrship and representation in rhe 
newsrooms is in decline. The fact that “Like It Is” is one of the only regularly scheduled Black progranls 
produced at WABC-TV out of 168 hours of airtime a week, coupled with your station’s decision to first 
try to eliminate the program and then in lieu of that slash the time format7 reflects a dangerous, fightenkg 
and disturbing trend. 

Again, I c d  upon you to return “Like It I T  to its original hour format. We are very much aware that 
Disney, an entertainment conglomerate, owns ABC and its news and public affius dep-ent. While t 
will always support “Like It Is” and Gil Noble, I feel that if these reasonable requests are not granted, I 
sill be forced to find other ways to express my displeasure via my network tiewing habits and my 
purchasing power. I will encourage others to do the same. There are many ways in which my community 
can register its displeasure pertaining to what we feel is your insensitivity to the audience that “Like It IS” 
serves. And as Black Histoy Montfi is fast approaching and as *Like It Is” always does special 
prog~anuning to honor this m o a  it is even more urgent b t  you r e m  the &ow to its or ipal  hour 
immediiely. If h is  &ow is not returned to its one hour format in time for Black- History month, I will 
without hesitation use tfie options mentioned above. 


